We used to say in college that every good course began with Plato or with the atom. But whenever I get up to talk about applied linguistics, I always seem to begin with C. C. Fries's famous definition of language learning. That's the one in which he said that a person has learned a foreign language when, within a limited vocabulary, he has mastered the sound patterns and made the structural devices matters of automatic habit.1 This definition has fascinated me ever since I first heard it twenty years ago. Its great contribution at that thne was, of course, its identification of the phonological and grammatical structures as the essence of the language, rather than the vo- In practice, most writers of published textbooks have chosen the former, sticking to words that are of some use to almost everyone, at the same time avoiding those words that would be of intense interest to one group of stu- We have a proverb that says that "if a man builds a better mousetrap, the world will beat a path to his door."
That proverb tells us a lot about our cultureabout what we live for and strive !or. We want progress, we want excellence even in such a homely item as a mousetrap, and we reward those who give it to us.
Whatever value a language teacher places on the financial rewards of his professioi, he cherishes even more the satisfaction that comes from craftsmanship and the recognition that he people who don't know Kenya from Tanzania on a map of East Africa, and who also know nothing about the Swahili language. Geography and language are taught together, in closely integrated fashion. At the end of the course, which takes about seventy hours, the student knows the rtdiments of East African geography. He also has met and practiced the fundamental structures of the language.
The other microwave course has to do with more general conversational topics such as travel, street directions, weather, and biography.6 The fourth course takes it content from a series of newspaper stories which tell about meetings in East Africa. I want to talk in detail about the format of this a separate column at the extreme right of the right hand page. For example, paragraph 10 on the left-hand page talks about the prefix /u-/, which is used in the formation of abstract nouns. The adjective /kubwa/ means "big," and /ukubwa/ means "size." /Raia/ means "citizen," and /uraia/ means "citizerchip." On the righthand page, 13 is asked to decide whether the noun /uongozi/, which he has never seen before, probably means "leader," "leadership," or "leaders," and so forth.
The learner's synopsis is thus brief. I hope it is readable. But the student must do more than read it. He must react to it in his answers to the questions on the right-hand page, and it The second member of each pair is a series of short texts in Swahili.
The so-called "learner's synopsis" is built around some fifty short paragraphs, totalling under 2500 words. In writing the next pair of modules, I will first choose a well defined area which is of special interest to the people who are likely to use my materials, in this case the Peace Corps. Then, I must find a set of short texts, either written or oral, that relate to that area and which overlap one another in subject matter and vocabulary. Drawing on these texts, I will prepare a new set of examples for the synopsis. Finally, I will put the short texts into order of increasing difficulty, and provide grammatical reference back to the synopsis, and write the supporting But what has all this to do with you? You don't teach Swahili, and you don't teach American 'college graduates, and your students aren't going to use their new language in Africa. There are, however, some important similarities between your students and mine. Just as any beginning student First of all the synopsis. You do not need a brand new 2500 word synopsis of English structure, specially prepared for this purpose. Such a synopsis could be written, but it is not necessary. All you need is a fairly compact inventory of things to be So much then, for the synopsis part of the sistern. The other part, you will remember, consists of short, overlapping 'texts. We have just seen that these texts can serve as the source for the vocabulary which illustrates the synopsis. They may also serve as objects of direct study. Mind you, these are texts, either spoken or written, which originated in real live communication among native speakers. and other reasons that don't fit into the second frame. After practice with these frames, the students are ready for the tapPz again, this time as directed listening.
After pattern practice with the first frame, for example, one might give such directions as these:
Listen and try to find out where the store is located. Is the store one block from his house, or two blocks? What street is the store on, or doesn't he say?
After the second frame, one might ask:
Listen and try to find out which part of the store he mentions first. Does he mention the dairy counter, or the meat counter? Is the dairy counter large, or doesn't he say? What does he say about the dairy counter?
Finally, one might do questions and answers, including questions about the tape and questions that allow the students to talk about their own shopping habits. Note that there's no attempt to get the students to understand or reproduce one hundred percent of any of ft)ese texts. But they are hearing and reacting to something that is real, terials. I have also affirmed with you that language must be taught as connected discourse. What I have suggested is that in both kinds of teaching we try to get rid of the musty contentand any content that is gen.-eral enough to get into a published text is at least a little mustyand that we draw our content from what is true and relevant for our own students, and that we do this almost from the beginning. In this way will get maximum mileage from the issues and interest that are Eve for them. I
have suggested a format of short, modular courses. But whatever the format, again in th.e words of the bard, "Let us now in the teaching of true speech perform experiment."
